
Advances in Environmental Biology, 8(10) June 2014, Pages: 1723-1725 

 

AENSI Journals 

Advances in Environmental Biology 
ISSN-1995-0756      EISSN-1998-1066 

 

Journal home page: http://www.aensiweb.com/aeb.html 

 

 

Corresponding Author: Ghaffar Poor Bakhtiar, Department of History, Shoushtar Branch, Islamic Azad University, 

Shoushtar Branch, Iran. 

Status of the Historical Geography of the Ancient City of Shoosh in Iran 
 

Esmail, Esfandi and Ghafar Pour Bakhtiar  

 
Department of History, Shoushtar Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shoushtar Branch, Iran. 

 

A R T I C L E  I N F O   A B S T R A C T  

Article history: 

Received  15 June 2014 

Received in revised form  22 August 
2014 

Accepted 25 September 2014 

Available online 15  October 2014 
 

Key words: 

Susa, the Ela mite, Achaemenes, 
Seleucid, Ashkanyan, Sassanian 

 

 Formation of Shoosh and It became the first city in the Iranian plateau in the middle of 

the fourth millennium BC, Beginning to form government in the capital city of the 

Islamite, So that in the middle of the second millennium BC Middle Ela mite, The city 
is the pinnacle of excellence in the field of wealth, Architecture, Business and 

Agriculture  Reaches and  As one of the cultural centers of civilization in the ancient 

world Well placed and  Center for trade and commerce between the Iranian plateau and 
the Mesopotamian civilization. With the fall of Elam and Susa conquered by the 

Assyrians, During the fall of the city begins But with the rise of the Achaemenesand 

The city is the capital of Darius for re-election, It begins the process of developing and 
Finds its former glory, So many palaces and buildings that can be built by the 

Achaemenes kings and Major roads connecting the city to other parts of Mesopotamia 

and the Iranian plateau connecting building. Fall of the Achaemenes by Alexander the 
Macedonian and Capture Susa,Although the city's decline was followed But the city as 

a city of the Seleucid  Persian- Greek, Retained its significanceand Seleucid settlement 

was selected as one of the centers, Collapse of the Seleucid Empire and The rise of the 
Parthian, Trying to turn it into a royal city, and dependent on the king sought to and   At 

this time, too much effort for development and prosperity of the city, especially in the 

agricultural sector are seeing . With the establishment of the Sasanian and The 
government's efforts to boost trade and Farming in the plains of Khuzestan,The city has 

also retained its position as a major urban and Transfer to the city's Roman captives, 

Activities such as weaving and textile sector is thriving but Christians rioting and 
destruction of the city by ShapurII, The town stop progress nicely and Finally 

Conquered by Muslim Arabs in the year 18 AH Susa, from the a way the ancient world. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Much the province Khuzestan, Family residences that have been noble and sublime Civilization.  

Mountains and hills of this ancient land, Full of books and objects that represent the culture of the area. Small 

and large rivers of this part of the plateau Irene, Provided fertile lands of the inhabitants of the surrounding 

agricultural and life either as a lump sum withdrawal and the nomadic.  

 Works derived from this ancient land, and the history of this region dates back to 8000 years BC will. The 

oldest neighborhood in the center of world civilization, the Mesopotamian and military communications, 

cultural and economic development of the area residents and the richness of its culture and civilization added. 

 Susa plains that is  the arrival of three great river Karun, Karkheh and Dez ,  Due to the quality of soil and 

its potential, One of the world's richest fertile plains andThrough the advancement of human civilization, one of 

the most trying and the most favorable regions and no doubt the most active, early cradles of human civilization 

[1]. 

 Boundless plains sedimentary area of Susa, The ability of soil fertility and the abundance of water in the 

desert, The initial gatherings it were drawing, So that the middle of the fourth millennium BC, Social life in this 

desert boom began and led to the urbanization was in Susa. 

 Historical figures of the old town was unknown until about a hundred years ago,  But as a result of 

archaeological investigations carried out in this country and elsewhere in the province, Historical figures and 

charts revealed that this region is one of the oldest centers of ancient Iran. 

 Shush with the breadth, diversity and continuity of civilization courses, are broad and deep study of Iranian 

culture and civilization of the ancient world provided adjacent and a special place in the history and archeology 

of Iran and the world [2]. The first person to recognize the ruins of Susa, Benjamin Ben-wing Jewish rabbi who 

died between the years 1163 and 1167 to assess the situation of Jews living in Iran. But the pilgrimage to the 
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tomb of the prophet Daniel in Susa visited Atal and Susa is mentioned in the Bible as it reads. After many 

tourists visited Shoosh, only in their collective journey was shown a group effort to characterize the further. The 

first excavations at Susa payments and Susa recognition provided, William Kent was English. He digs his own 

grave, crypt number, the number of base, shaft and head of the Achaemenes columns and Umayyad coins and 

found Almay. At the end of exploration, Authorities in Great Britain Museum of Antiquities in mind that 

Shoosh is not valid, Excavations at Susa have stopped doing business with the wrong excavations at Susa fell 

into the hands of the French and French couple Marcel and Jean step in this work were previously (1885 - 1882 

AD) Works that the couple took her to France,The French government urged to carry out excavation work. After 

the couple as Jean de Morgan, Irishman Roman excavation work carried out. After this people, "Jean-Pro" in the 

Susa excavations continued until the victory of Islamic Revolution. After the Iranian Revolution of 1994 it was 

excavated by [3]. 

 

This article contains the following items: 

 The importance of Susa in Khuzestan, the topic better clarify the physical geography of Khuzestan, Susa 

and its geographical position, the appellation of Susa, Susa historical record of references and allusions 

urbanization has begun to settle in Susa. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

 Data collection in the library and data were collected by taking notes. The method is inductive data 

analysis. That compares with research done to save the entire and they are trying to put together the partial 

results and review the overall results to be obtained.  

 Khuzestan province is the largest in the western half of the country, Iran has a very important role in 

geopolitics.  Boundary of the province is located in the Persian Gulf, an important oil and gas reserves, despite 

the massive Zagros Mountains in the North and East provinces of Khuzestan important factors in the natural 

direction of growth in various areas.  

 The province has an area of about 66532 square kilometers in southwestern Iran Between circuits 29 

degrees 58 minutes to 32 degrees 58 minutes north latitude and 47 degrees 42 minutes and 50 degrees 39 

minutes east longitude relative to the Greenwich meridian.  

 Iraq is bordered by the provinces of West. Bushehr Province in the South East, the East Boyer and Chahar 

Mohall Bakhtiaran, Lore Stan and IL am is located in the north-west and is bordered to the south by the Persian 

Gulf coast. 

 Presence of the Zagros Mountains in North and East provinces and dip them in the plains of Khuzestan 

have caused rivers that originate from the highlands to be flooded plains of Khuzestan. Despite these rivers in 

the province since the emergence of civilization in this region plays an important role in the development and 

prosperity of the region have historically. 

 Given that the majority of the world's civilizations on the edge of rivers and places that have had access to 

water have formed, certainly it can be said, Khuzestan province,the first centers of civilization in the Iranian 

Plateau. 

 The river passes west of Susa, called Karkheh, Assyrian it Aqnv (ugnu) said and Greeks Khyvps. Middle 

River is a river reagent dosage. Elamite and Assyrian as "iodide» (idide) and the Greeks called Kvprats. The 

East River on fire, the Greeks it Karun (Pasytygrys) (Pasitigris) call. Karkheh and Dez Rivers by a branch of the 

Karkheh was partly manmade joined together. Directory where known the Elamite as the "First" and the Greeks 

«Eolayos». Today, of course, has become the first of the small rivers Shayvr [4]. 

 Entering the rivers in the plains of Khuzestan, Favorable conditions for agriculture and related activities 

provided, so the Province, The most important agricultural areas was in the ancient world and several products 

on the plains of markable. On the other hand, there are mountainous areas in the North and East of Khuzestan 

plain, the animal life in this area is provided and from the old times, Location nomadism groups in the Iranian 

plateau nomadic paid [5]. 

 In general it can be said, the geographical location of the province's weather, the lives of residents, 

Economic things and Historical developments province has an effective role. 

 

1-2 Susa and its geographical position: 

 Susa is located in the north-western province of Khuzestan and Andimeshk the north, north-east of Dezful, 

Ahvaz, and south to the East to be bound Shoushtar and its height from sea level is 87 meters. The city is 

geographically during one minute of latitude 47 degrees, 32 degrees and 12 minutes [7].  

 Writes about Susa: Shush away from the Karun River is an inland sea and all of the areas surrounding the 

beach. The "Khvasps" passes through the Susa and the shores of the sea in despair and from the land of "Oaks 

are" emanates.  Tigris come together first in lake and Then pour into the sea and The market remains near the 

lake, Because of the dams that have been built on deliberate, Merchandise cannot be From the river to the carrier 
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or of the issued. All goods are shipped overland from here onwards, the area known as Shush is Eight hundred 

[8]. Amsted writes about the geographical location of Susa: Plains around the mountain was engulfed. In the 

West and North West, Great mountain ridge was narrow. Directly to the north of the South to the East Zagros 

and In East and Southeast them, Central taller mountains. Susa separated by marshes of Mesopotamia.Susa 

through the Olay and Karkheh that, at that time, the flow of Persian Gulf and Dez [11, 9].  

 

Conclusions: 

 The Khuzestan On the southern slopes of the Zagros and The flowing water is abundant and plain it and 

There alluvial soils of the river's flow, from the ancient times, Areas of human settlement in the area was hot 

and dry. So that the hot weather is affected by the natural conditions favorable, haseased. Among the most 

important and perhaps the first settlement of Susa in Khuzestan, Over time, the development of better living 

conditions and Changes and developments in the lives of its inhabitants, due to contact with Mesopotamian 

civilization emerged, Their experience was that the inhabitants of Susa, This place has turned into city [10]. 

 This area has a river flat land usable for agriculture probe. Agriculture prosper quickly and Managing 

product was added affluence and this factor played a significant role in the development of Susa and the crowd 

went too far. Concentration of population, Division of labor and Political and social organization and Expand 

trade ties,  Context of the creation of the state of Elam in the area provided and Lived Susa as the most 

important center in the region, Centrality it acquired and This gave a boom town. Being located near the cities of 

Mesopotamia and the state's political and economic relationship with each other, despite continuous wars, the 

city's growth so that they enter the arena as a rival military and economic arguments. 
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